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Abstract. The analysis and creation of annotated corpus is fundamen-
tal for implementing natural language processing solutions based on ma-
chine learning. In this paper we present a parallel corpus of 4500 ques-
tions in Spanish and English on the touristic domain, obtained from
real users. With the aim of training a question answering system, the
questions were labeled with the expected answer type, according to two
different ontologies. The first one is an open domain ontology based on
Sekine’s Extended Named Entity Hierarchy, while the second one is a
restricted domain ontology, specific for the touristic field. Due to the use
of two ontologies with different characteristics, we had to solve many
problematic cases and adjusted our annotation thinking on the charac-
teristics of each one. We present the analysis of the domain coverage
of these ontologies and the results of the inter-annotator agreement. Fi-
nally we use a question classification system to evaluate the labeling of
the corpus.

1 Introduction

A corpus is a collection of written or transcribed texts created or selected us-
ing clearly defined criteria. It is a selection of natural language texts that are
representative of the state of the language or of a special variety of it. Corpus
annotation is a difficult task due to the ambiguities of natural language. As a
consequence, annotation is time-consuming, but is extremely useful for natu-
ral language processing tasks based on machine learning, such as word sense
disambiguation, named entity recognition or parsing.

Question answering (QA) is the task that, given a collection of documents
(that can be a local collection or the World Wide Web), retrieves the answers
to queries in natural language. The purpose of this work is the development of
a corpus for training a question classification system. Question classification is
one of the tasks carried out in a QA system. It assigns a class or category to the
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