MATHEMATICAL AND APPLIED LINGUISTICS AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF DEBRECEN

by F.Papp

At the Department of Russian assistant professor Ferenc Papp
began with a seminar class entitled "Russian of to-day" from the
academic year 1958. The students attend these classes for one
(or two years). They get acquainted with the methods of modern
descriptive linguistics through reading of recommended works
and the amounts given by their fellow-students, and they do
some research work themselves, too. The seminar activity consis-
ted in statistical investigations of language in the first years
(cf. the publications of F.Papp below); later a group made expe-
riments with of transformational grammar on Russian sentences for
about a half year or so; several groups worked on the compilation
of the strong governments of the Russian and Hungarian verbs,
respectively; one group examined Yngve's depth hypothesis with
respect to Hungarian and Russian. From 1959 a number of theses
have been elaborated on the topics dealt during the seminars.

Later on some teachers also joined the group consisting
up to that time of only one teacher and his students. The col-
lective worked as an independent research-unit under the name
Work—-group for Mathematical and Applied Linguistics of Debrecen
from the beginning of 1963. The group is headed by Ferenc Papp.
Similarly at the beginning of 1963 an agreement concerning the
co-operation was brought about between the group of Debrecen
and the Computing Centre of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.
According to the agreement the group of Debrecen conducts re-
search work in MT and the Computing Centre renders help in

programming.

At present the Debrecen group is engaged on the following
research projects:
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1.) Basic research in to the structure of Russian (and
partly of Hungarian), with a theoretical aim, on the one hand
and with keeping in view the possible applications for MT sta-

tistical linguistic, transformational analysis, Ferenc Papp),

on the other.

2.) The documentation including mathematical linguistics
and MT (this work will be done jointly with the Computing Centre,
the Debrecen group specializing in Russian material, F.Papp,

S Janoska, J.Klauszer.

3.) The elaboration of algorithms for MT from Russian into
Hungarian (jointly with the Computing Centre J.Klauszer).

4.) Modern approaches to language teaching and the theory
of translation (F.Hadas, F.Papp).

5.) The compilation of an a tergo dictionary of Hungarian

(together with the Computing Centre F.Papp and A. Sebestyén.

The Debrecen group has the possibility to write articles
for the journal Slavica published by the Slavic Philological
Institute of the University of Debrecen, hence most of the pa-
pers written by the members of the group appeared or will appear

in this journal.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

We arrange the bibliographical material according to points
1 to 6 above. The themes 5.) and 6.) are only under preparation,

no publications have appeared yet.
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